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A recent examination of specimens of Chara andina (A.Braun) Cáceres (1985: 57) from South 
America showed that the original material: ‘Bolivia, Prov. Omasuyos: Viciniis Achacache: in lacu 
Titicaca alt. 3900 m.; 3. Juni 1859, G. Mandon No. 6’ cannot be traced (Blindow & al., 2018). It is 
also not traceable in available lists of specimens by the collector of original material (Mandon 1865; 
Martius, sine anno). In absence of original material, a neotype, a specimen collected from the same 
lake by the same collector in the same year but in another month, and the identification was 
confirmed by R.D.Wood, H.Schubert, and I.Blindow, is suggested here. The material of C. armata 
Meyen (1857: 113) is only represented by images by Kützing (1857: pl. 75, [2020], a, a', a''; Wood 
1965) based on the original material collected by Meyen in Hawaii, because the specimens stored in 
B appear to be lost, and no duplicates were located (Wood 1965: 249). These images were 
designated here as a neotype according to ICN Art. 9.8, 9.11, and 9.13 (Madrid Code, Turland & al. 
2025). 
 
Chara andina (A.Braun) Cáceres 1985: 57 
≡ Chara baltica var. andina A.Braun (in Braun & Nordstedt) 1882: 157–158 
≡ Chara vulgaris f. andina (A.Braun) R.D.Wood 1962: 8 
Holotype (A.Braun in Braun & Nordstedt 1882: 157): Bolivia: Bolivia, Prov. Omasuyos: Viciniis 
Achacache: in lacu Titicaca alt. 3900 m., 3. Juni 1859, G. Mandon No. 6 (B?, not located, 
probably lost). 

Neotype (here designated for the above holotype): Bolivia: [Bolivia, La Paz], Omasuyos [Prov.], 
viciniis Achacache, prope Pocoata, in lacu Titicaca, reg. alpina, [alt.] 3919 m [a.s.l.], Jan[uary] 
1859, Mandon, Mandon Plantae Andium Boliviensium, No. 1811 – Chara intermedia A.Braun 
var. andina A.Braun [in herb.] (NY 01089298). 

Registration (of neotype): http://phycobank.org/106016 
Note: Braun (Braun & Nordstedt 1882) regarded his variety as very similar to Chara baltica 
(Hartman 1820: 376) Bruzelius (1824: 11), reporting “keinen Anhalt” [no possibility] for 
delineating this variety with certainty. Wood (1965: 765) proposed a new combination and 
species rank for C. andina (A.Braun) R.D.Wood in the “Microspecies appendix” without 
referring to the places of valid publication of the basionym (ICN Art. 41.5, Madrid Code, 
Turland & al. 2025), and without citations of basionym, rendering his nomenclatural act invalid. 
New combination and species rank later suggested for C. andina by Cáceres (1985: 57) were 
validly published. 

 
Chara armata Meyen 1835: 113 
= Chara polyphylla β. [var.] meyenii A.Braun 1849: 300, nom. illeg. 
≡ Chara gymnopus β. [var.] armata (Meyen) Nordstedt 1878: 23 
= Chara variabilis Filarszky 1934: 721, figs. 75–80 
≡ Chara zeylanica f. armata (Meyen) Zaneveld 1940: 210 
Original material (Kützing, 1857: 30): USA: Sandwich-Inseln [Hawaii, Oahu], [1831], Meyen 
(Herb. Hampe) Herb. gener. Berol. (B? not located, probably lost). 

Neotype: (icon! here designated): Kützing 1857: pl. 75, a, a', a''. 
Registration (of neotype): http://phycobank.org/106018 
Note: Chara polyphylla var. meyenii was described on the basis of the original material of C. 
armata (Braun 1849: 300). 
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